
 
POWER OF ONE  

Trusted relationships may be the most important variable for effectively working in the criminal justice system. 
The traditional challenges of building relationships are based on the 4 C’s: Communication, Collaboration,  
Cultural Competency and Caring. This motivational keynote is filled with "tips from the trenches" to help keep 
you and your students, staff and community safe and healthy so they can learn more and live better. It is 
packed with cutting-edge information, practical strategies and heartfelt stories about leadership, equity, the 
Whole Child, mental health, kindness, the power of words, the trauma-informed brain, ACEs (adverse  
childhood experiences), SEL (social emotional learning}, stress management, wellness, and school and  
community climate and safety.  
Dr. Stephen Sroka has spoken worldwide with The Power of One message, how one person can make a 
difference. Steve died while presenting a school in-service. Two SROs, a principal, and others saved his life 
and changed his message. He now talks about how you need The Power of Many, how it takes a team, to 
make a lasting difference. 
Research-based and reality-driven, this session offers honesty, humor, and hope. It stresses the importance 
of Resiliency and the 4 P’s: Purpose, Passion, Pride and Persistence. It will warm your heart, stir your soul 
and ignite your brain. It has been said that it can even change your life professionally and personally. Let’s 
see if it can spark the fire and the WHY within you.  
 

 CHILD ABDUCTION RAPID DEPLOYMENT (CARD) TEAM 
 
“One missing child is too many. At the FBI, saving lives, protecting the innocent, and hunting down those who 
prey upon them is at the heart of what we do…. Protecting our children is one priority where our commitment 
is stronger than ever.”  -FBI Director Robert S. Mueller, III 
FBI research revealed that 74 percent of children abducted and murdered were killed within the first 3 hours 
of their disappearance. To aid local law enforcement and FBI investigators in child abduction investigations, 
the FBI created the Child Abduction Rapid Deployment 

CASE STUDY: AJ FREUND 

Case presentation on the AJ Freund Case out of Crystal Lake, IL 

PROJECT FIND 

The Project FIND half-day training is designed for individuals working on multi-disciplinary teams (MDT’s) and 
in other  service organizations seeking to gain additional information about the risk  factors, realities and  
strategies for working with individuals with disabilities. The training is founded in forensic interviewing best 
practices with considerations and adaptations to account for individual disability, language capacity and  
cultural background. This training is designed to introduce MDT members and other service organization staff 
to practical applications for engaging and communicating with Individuals with Intellectual Disabilities, Autism 
Spectrum Disorder, Cerebral Palsy, and Physical Disabilities. Understanding the unique characteristics of these 
groups and the ability to communicate effectively is paramount in creating safe environments and supporting 
quality of life.  
 

MIRACLE IN A SQUAD CAR. THE SIMPLE ACT THAT SAVED A COP’S LIFE, AND CHANGED MANY 
OTHERS 

A cop’s story from an inside view. Five ways to sustain officer wellness. 
 

LEGAL UPDATE 

This presentation will feature an analysis of the current Illinois Juvenile Justice Law.  Included will be an  
overview of the Illinois Law Enforcement Training and Standards Board’s Illinois Police Agency Model  
Juvenile Handbook and Procedures Manual and the Illinois Juvenile Justice Act.   The latest  
legislative amendments concerning Juvenile Justice will be listed and analyzed.  Topics will include changes in 
adult prosecutions for minors; sex offender registration changes for minors; and changes in the age  
requirements for minors to be treated a juveniles.   Additionally, the latest case law concerning Juvenile Jus-
tice will be listed and analyzed.  Included will be discussions of Searches & Seizures and Confessions & Admis-
sions with respect to juveniles. RECENTLY  ADDED:   New Expungement and Sealing Requirements. 
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IJOA & IDOA 
2023 Annual State  

Conference 

Continued Professional  

Training  

June 14-16, 2023 

101 Holiday Drive 
East Peoria, IL 61611 

309-698-3333 

Sponsors: 
East Peoria C of C 
Juvenile Justice  

Commission 
Mobile Team 7    

Peoria, IL 
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Tuesday June  13, 2023 

5-6:30 pm Early Registration 

 

  Wednesday June 14, 2023 

7:30-9:00 am Registration 

9:00-9:15 am Welcome:    Presentation of Colors, Star Spangled Banner,  

           Pledge of Allegiance 

           Announcements 

           Tazewell County Sheriff Jeff Lower 

 

9:15-10:45 am  Power of One                                      Dr. Stephen Sroka 

 

11-11:50 am  Illinois Juvenile Justice Updates           Dick Walsh, Andrea Hall 

 

12:00 pm– 1:00 pm       Lunch  

   

1-3 pm  Child Abduction Rapid Deployment (CARD) Team   

       Carrie Landau, Mike Barker, Dave Eitel 

 

3-5 pm   Case Study: AJ Freund    Carrie Landau, Mike Barker, Dave Eitel 

 

6-8 pm                            Social Networking  

 

              Thursday June 15, 2023 

 

9am-12 pm  Project FIND                  Staci Whitney, L.M.S.W. 

 

12-1 pm  Lunch 

 

1–5 pm         Miracle in a Squad Car-The Simple Act that Saved a Cops Life, and 

 Changed Many Other’s                 Matt Thornton 

 

3-5 pm   DARE Update Meeting          Christy Fruge  

 

6-8 pm                  Social Networking 

 

Friday June 16, 2023 

 

8–9 am    Annual Meeting, Election of  Officers and Awards 

 

9:30 –12 pm    Legal Update                        Don Hays  

      Door Prizes 
 

Subject to change 

Conference Fee: 
 

Up to  May 1, 2023 
 

$225.00 per officer: $200.00 for each  
additional officer from the same  

department. 
After May 1, 2023 
$250.00 per officer 

(includes membership fees,  
conference materials, lunch on  

Wednesday and Thursday) 
 

Room Rates: 
 

Mention the IJOA Conference for the  
single/double rate of $128.00 plus tax 

which includes breakfast. The deadline 
to reserve a room at this special rate is  

May 23, 2023 at 5 p.m. 
 

Credit Card Authorization needed if 
not your credit card. Authorization 

form on Iljoa.com website. 
 

CHECKS PAYABLE TO: 
 

Illinois Juvenile Officers Association 
MAIL To: 322 Whitmore Trail 
              McHenry, IL 60050 

 
Questions????  

 
Contact  Tony Jacobson at  
tjacobson57@gmail.com 

 
 The conference will be co-hosted by 
the IDOA.  For more information, visit 

their website at www.idoa.org 
 

Driving directions to Holiday Inn  
East Peoria, IL; traveling on I-74 take 
exit 94. Keep left for W. Washington 

Street exit ramp. Merge onto 
W Washington Street then  

turn right onto Holiday Drive. 
 
 


