
Free Narrative Instructions

The Free Narrative is an instrument to use in obtaining an uncontaminated account of the events surrounding the victim’s disappearance from the individuals close to the immediate incident.  It is a nonthreatening, yet effective way of eliciting valuable information from the following individuals: the last to see the victim, the last to interact with the victim, the reporting complainant, the caretaker and/or parents, and other close family members/associates.  Additionally, this technique can be used with individuals who are developed as suspects during the course of the investigation.

The Free Narrative can assist investigators in gathering information that can help identify the timeline, the window of opportunity, alibis, and any inconsistencies in the investigation.  It can also help investigators in recognizing additional investigative avenues and possible themes for use in more directed interviews.  The instructions should be provided to everyone filling out the Free Narrative, but the investigators should consider modifying the specific question to fit the circumstances of their case.  Write the instruction on the top of a blank sheet of paper.  Provide plenty of paper and do not set a time limit.  If practical, leave the individual alone to complete the narrative.  Provide only a pen for the individual to use. 

Write down everything you did on __________________, from the time you woke up in the morning until the time you went to sleep.  Include everywhere you went, everything you did, and everyone you interacted with, whether by phone, on the computer, or in person.  No detail is too small.  Take as much time as you need.  Provide as much information as possible. 
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